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Competl jon is fierce among archt—

tecuire_ Iy

) ol
dor %long,McCullough Avenue in

’ Olm05 P

BYJENN!FER HILLE g

ic developmerit oorporatlon re-

, cenily went shoppmg for a

firm to develop a’inister: plam
for its eclectic commercial cor:

_ ridoy ‘ooard nembers werent
. sure. who m,lght throw the}r
hat in the ring.- : -~

In the world of plannmg and
demgn, a one-mile cormdor for

3 cfcy of 2,300 residents — even

if it is upscale and urban —
isw’t normally: considered” a

: ]:ughly coveted contract...

‘But ifi a tough economy,

~sma]ler -Jobs | become-: bigger
" deals and San. Antonio. firms -
.. See ARCHITECTS/2C

are ﬁndmg themselves compe’e

g econom— N

-_Chltects :

) _.-mg agamst larger natlonal'
- companies that are desperate ‘

for Work,
‘Olmios: Park: ended up’ Wlﬂ'_‘l

18- proposals from planners and
Jarchitects around the. country,
Jnary with national and. inter-

rational réputations, .
-Although the Olmos - Park
City Céuncit hasr’t. voted, the

.BDC is recommending a team
that "includes California-based
" Sargent-Town Planning and lo-

cally based Michael Imber Ar-

“We: _;Were rea]ly excfced

" about the quality and quantity

of responses,” said . Patrick

Shearer, & board member and

- COURTESY SHO o

The entl:ance that wﬂl lead lnto the marketplace at Wonderland of the Amencas at Loop 410 and Initerstate 10.
Constructlon crews recently were updating the facade of the mall formerly called Crossroads of San Antonio.

-CONTINUED FRDM 1c

- prmczpal of Cambrzdge Real—
-ty Group. “I’s really. World-
Cclass kmd of talent.” ©
With ‘comtnercial markets
“not yet improving thuch,
public work such as Olmos-
Park’s is virtually the only
" kind happening.
“Theére are fewer jobs and
a lot of architects loeking for

.- work,” said-Bob Wise!  presi-

dent of the local -chapter of
‘the American Institute of Ar~

chltects
A recent request for pro- *

‘Midtown master. plan” got: 19
Cresponses from firms as far
~away -as Boston; Portland,
* QOre.; and Pennsylvama said -
Suzamle Scott, general man-
-ager of the San Antomo Rlv—
“er Authority.

The budget will be a:rou:ud
$310,000.

“Tt’s-a significant piece of
work but’ some "of the plah--
ning efforts that we've seen

~in  their submittals are:

+ much, much more mgmfl—

cant,” Scott said,
Similarly, the river author-
ity is seeing huge interest
from: . construction  firms

1~ planning to bid on work for
| the South Reach of the: San

Antonio River

“I’s great for publlc Pro-
jects,” Scott said.

But at & tinle when archi:
tecture firms are eutting
back staff, should bemg local
count? |

While it’s dlf_fmult for a-
public entity to overtly favor
local talent, Seott said out-of

" state firms-have to take trav-

el costs.inte their budget
considerations " 'and often
need the partnership with a
local firm to make a project
work fmancza]ly

'would iead A

orado firm to do a. Thaster
plan of its historic Old. Town -
"~ district, Ardié Garner, presi-
dent of the economic devel-

i A calt for btds to rede519n this corndor along McCu[Iough Avenue |r
| posal .that went out for a4 Olmos Park generated 18 proposals from around the count' -

And local knowledge and ‘

experlence do mean some-

ing involved.” * -
When. Helotes 113red a Col~

opment corporation, said the

" agency felt, comfortable with

the firin because of its team
‘members from: the San :Anto-
nio area. :

“We knew thelr Work aJld
could see examples close by,”
Garner said.

Tom Rohde of. Rohde Real-:
ty Corp:has a- few . CONLIHaT:.

cial -real -estate ‘projects [in

the works, and’ therefore a . e
slew: of archltects and engi- "

neers courtmg hitm
“T'm havin people ‘call e

here in San Antomo that I‘ve :

never hea o

-Ject

IERRY LARA.fgIara@express—news eﬁ

Houston and Da]las '

™ has. pursued publlc

-'work ‘Slay has found hersell
':competmg Wwith huge firms

that promise eight architects
will Work on one sma]l pro

‘ And When Slay goes after
przvate development work,
her firm is up against archi-

* tects who have been laid off,

are Workmg from home and
have no overhead.
“They can beat me on

price all day long,” Slay said:
“The normal small- busmess

to get Work and
“payroll.is rea]ly stuick:
Someone ‘calied me’ up ‘and

‘sald “Madeline, can’you de-

sign a horse barn‘?"I said,
‘I’il demgn a dog house R's




